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In the Peace of Christ 

Dear friends in Christ: 

 As Catholics, we are sacramental people and know the importance and power of 

outward signs and symbols.  We know the strength and richness of words and symbols.  We also 

know when we misuse or poorly use words and symbols, they can convey the wrong message, 

and how hurtful our words and actions can be.  This is true in all aspects of our lives.  However, 

when we habitually misuse words and symbols or when we habitually fail to recognize their 

impact, we can grow complacent to the message that we are sending out.  Worse still, when our 

poor choices are pointed out to us, rather than being grateful for the fraternal correction, we 

become needlessly offended and resentful.  There is little doubt that social norms have changed 

over the years.  As a young boy, I remember when the Astrodome (“the 8
th

 Wonder of the 

World”) opened.  People dressed up in their “Sunday clothes” to go watch a ball game!  The 

Oilers legendary coach, Bum Phillips, would never wear his cowboy hat in the dome because his 

mama taught him that gentlemen don’t wear hats indoors!  Going downtown, visiting the doctor 

or even taking an airline flight were occasions to “dress up.” These seem peculiar and odd today 

with our very casual attitudes to attire and dress.  But then as now, our attire does send a 

message.  Most of us would not attend a reception or business gathering in shorts and flip flops.  

We wouldn’t show up to a meeting with an important client in their office attired in a jogging 

outfit or ratty jeans and a t-shirt.  Why?  The answer is simple; out of respect for what we are 

doing, the other person and out of self respect!  We want to show and give the right message.  

Over the years, businesses have adopted “casual Fridays” or “office casual uniforms” to which 

there are still certain standards of what is acceptable and unacceptable attire.  Why? Again, the 

answer is respect and that we do not want to send the wrong message by our attire. 

 Obviously, I am speaking to our attire at Holy Mass.   Many people flippantly respond 

that God doesn’t care what we wear to church as long as we show up, so why should the priest 

or anyone else care what we wear to Mass.  Who says?  Where in the scriptures does it say that 

God doesn’t care?  As a matter of fact, there are plenty of examples where the Scriptures say 

that God does care! (Remember the parable of the Wedding Feast!) Times and fashions have 

changed, but good manners and respect never go out of style.  As the summer is fast 

approaching (and we all know how hot and humid it can get here in Houston), we should 

remember to approach our worship and praise of God with reverence and respect. Shorts, 

revealing and immodest attire are never appropriate in God’s house.  (We shouldn’t wear 

immodest clothing anywhere!)  Attire that is meant for the gym or swimming pool is best worn at 

the gym and swimming pool, not at church.  What we do each week at Holy Mass is the most 

important activity of our week.  We shouldn’t let our attire send a contradictory message.  We 

should express our reverence for God and our respect for ourselves and others by our words, 

actions and attire.   This goes for our behavior in the parking lot as well!   

 Needless to say, as summer vacations approach, we have more time to pray and come to 

church.  It doesn’t mean we take a vacation from God and church.  During the summer, when 

hopefully schedules are a little less hectic, consider coming to Eucharistic Adoration, daily Mass 

and confession and by all means, bring the kids!!!!   If you are planning a get-away, have fun and 

get some rest, but remember to plan for Sunday Mass.  An easy and convenient way to find a 

parish, and a local mass schedule is to plan ahead by checking www.masstimes.org.  

 God is so marvelously good to us.  We are so rich in his grace and blessings.  Let nothing 

keep us from proclaiming with our whole being the goodness of the Lord! 

 In pace Christi, 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
  

Saturday Vigil 

5:30 p.m. 
  

Sunday  

8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,  

11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 

5:30 p.m. 

Spanish: 2:00 p.m.,  

7:00 p.m. 
  

Weekdays 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday & Thursday 

7:00 p.m. 
  

NOVENA & ROSARY 

Our Lady of 

 Perpetual Help 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 
  

Novena of the  

Sacred Heart  

1st Fridays following  

9:00 a.m. Mass 
  

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

and 

 Rosary after 9:00 a.m.  

daily Mass  

__________________ 

CONFESSIONS 

Saturday 

10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 

6:45 p.m. (Spanish) 

___________________ 
  

BAPTISMS 

Classes offered monthly. 

Please contact the  

Parish Office 
  

MARRIAGE 
Please contact the Parish 

Office at least eight 

months prior to desired 

date 
  

ANOINTING OF THE  

SICK/COMMUNION  

TO THE SICK AND  

HOMEBOUND 
Please contact the Parish Office 

___________________ 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 

8:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

OUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERING 

 TO GOD 

April 2013 
 

 April  293,961.60 

 PARISH Pay   57,742.27 

 Total  351,703.87 

Stewardship 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    

Monday, May 13, 2013 

 9:00 a.m.   P. Almaraz and 

   HP Aprile Familes 
 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

 9:00 a.m. † Living and Deceased  

   Members of the Larrivie Family 

 7:00 p.m. † Ralph Harkenrider 

 

Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

 9:00 a.m. †  Arthur Francis Whaley 
 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

 9:00 a.m.   †  Lam Nguyen 

 7:00 p.m.   † Louise Caro 
 

Friday, May 17, 2013 

 9:00 a.m.  † Ralph Harkenrider 
 

Saturday, May 18, 2013 

 5:30 p.m.  † Cecil E. Gunter 
 

Sunday, May 19, 2013 

 8:00 a.m.  Living and Deceased Members 

    of the Gatton & Kelly Families 

 9:30 a.m.   Missa Pro Populo  

 11:00 a.m. † Caroline Patronella 

 12:30 p.m. † Gilbert S. Schneider 

  2:00 p.m. † Antonio J. Salinas 

  5:30 p.m. † Ricardo Saldivar 

 7:00 p.m. † Rami Naiseh 

Other Remembrances 

S. Bockholt,  †Bill & Eleanore Burns,  

†Millie Burger, †Ransom Hardesty,  

Mrs. Ursuline H. Smith  

This Weeks Scripture Readings 

Monday  Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 
 

Tuesday  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17 
 

Wednesday Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19 
 

Thursday  Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26 
 

Friday   Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19 
 

Saturday  Acts 28:16-20, 30-31;  

  Jn 21:20-25 
 

Sunday   Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 

  or Rom 8:8-17; Jn 20:19-23 or  

  Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 

WELCOME 
Our newest parishioners to   

St. John Vianney Family 
 

James and Linda Brunetti, Norma Perez-Abreu,  

Marcelo and Antonia Gonzalez-Hernandez,  

Mark and Carol Panyard, Christelle Quintanilla 

AANDND  THETHE   TTWOWO  SSHALLHALL   BBECOMEECOME   OONENE   

    Let us Rejoice and Pray for 

these soon-to-be married couples: 
 

Grace Cortes and Miguel Rodriguez 

Sara Guttilla and Sean McLean 

Danielle Hayek and Matthew McClellan 

Arian Wildberger and William Fuller 

Laura May and Andrew Hradecky 

Raquel Bueno and Nico Bilbao 

Sara Grabowski and Jake Robichaux 

Registered? 
 

Are you new to our parish or 

moving to our parish from another 

parish or not receiving our emails? 

Please come to the parish office to 

register or email Kim Reilly at 

kreilly@stjohnvianney.org  

We want to welcome you to 

St. John Vianney… 
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 NEXT SUNDAY, May 19 
8 am - 3 pm  Activity Center 

  

Help us reach 200 donors! 
  

All who donate will receive a voucher for a  
free ticket to a Sugar Land Skeeters game! 

  

 Pre-register at giveblood.org (sponsor code is M859)  
or call 281-497-1555 

  
  

Appointments served first     Walk-Ins Welcome 
  

Sponsored by Parish Life, Social Ministry  
and the Knights of Columbus 

Parish Blood Drive 

PARISH LIFEPARISH LIFEPARISH LIFEPARISH LIFEPARISH LIFEPARISH LIFEPARISH LIFEPARISH LIFE        

  

  
  

Faith, Fun & Friends 
  
  

JUNE 10 - AUGUST 8       

AGES 4 - 12 
  

  

For registration & information contact the  

Parish Life Office 281-497-1555 or 

sjvcamp@stjohnvianney.org  
  
  

A few spots remaining for our 4-6 yr old age groups. 

Free Pancake Breakfast 
  

Next Sunday, May 19 

After All Morning Masses 

Activity Center 
  

ALL YOU CAN EAT PANCAKES! 

Served with Sausage,  

Orange Juice & Coffee 

Like Us on Facebook  
  

St. John Vianney  

in Houston, Tx. 
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Women’s Morning of Reflection 

Tuesday, May 14  

immediately following  9am Mass  

in the Music Lecture Hall 

All women of the parish are invited! 
 

Contact Bonnie Vivien at 
kisbc@yahoo.com or 832.437.2091 

for more information. 
 

Love, Serve, Build 

A D U L T  F O R M A T I O NA D U L T  F O R M A T I O NA D U L T  F O R M A T I O NA D U L T  F O R M A T I O N     

Incense burned typifies prayer.  The rising 

smoke and sweet fumes suggest the rising 

of the Christian’s prayer to God. The 

psalmist (141:2) asks God: “Let my prayer 

be counted as incense before thee.” Implied 

in the request is the hope that God will find 

our prayers acceptable, pleasing, and sweet smelling. 

Incense burning was needed at the sacrificing of animals to 

take away the odor of burning carcasses.  Writes St. Paul: 

“Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  (Ephesians 5:2) 
 
 

From: Symbols & their Meaning by Rudolph F. Norden 

Don’t Put It Off Any Longer!! 
Married but not in the Catholic Church?  

Couples desiring to have their marriage convalidated (commonly referred to as “blessed”) should contact 

Yvonne Gill in the Adult Formation Office for information on this simple process.  

Come back to communion!! 
 

281-584-2022 or ygill@stjohnvianney.org 

The CATHOLICISM Project   
 

Thank you to the many, many people who participated in 

the Catholicism Project! 

Please remember to return your survey to the 

 Adult Formation Office. 

Marriage EnrichmentMarriage EnrichmentMarriage EnrichmentMarriage Enrichment    
Reserve your space now  

for the Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

June 7,8, and 9th 

Contact Tom and Molly Johnson for more 
 information or to register. 

mollyjohnson@gmail.com or 281-657-4908 

www.houstonme.org 

Adult Confirmation Preparation 
 

Please pray for our 36 Adult Confirmation Candidates who will be 
confirmed by Cardinal DiNardo on  

Saturday, 18 May at  

St. Cecilia’s Church. 

CATHOLIC.....?   

 THINKING ABOUT IT...? 

          CALL NOW!!   

                 Yvonne Gill:281-584-2022 

ygill@stjohnvianney.org 

Men— Put Yourself in Time Out! 
    Renew yourself this summer by treating yourself to an 

 

ACTS retreat 
 

Adoration, Community, Theology, Service 
 

An ACTS retreat weekend offers the opportunity to reflect 

on God’s generous love for us and our call to extend his 

love to others.  In our daily lives this is facilitated through 

adoration and daily prayer, the call to community and the 

study of theology.  All of this bears fruit in service to the 

Body of Christ, his Church.   
 

Men’s Retreat:  May 30-June 2 

Holy Name Retreat Center 

To register or for more information go on line 

(www.sjvacts.org) or call  Tom LaFaver at  

281-293-8808 
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2013 Mission Trip 

San Antonio, TX 

August 5-10 

All HS students are welcome but space is 

 limited, so register early! 
 

Cost—$485 per person 

This includes transportation, meals, lodging, free 

day activities, and more. 
 

Contact Kristin Wegenka for  

more information 281-497-6665 

kwegenka@stjohnvianney.org 

2013 Steubenville  

Mid-America Conference 
 

July 11-15, Springfield, MO 
 

Space is limited and spots fill fast, so turn 

 in your registration ASAP. 
 

For more info contact Kristin Wegenka 

281-497-6665 or kwegenka@stjohnvianney.org 

YOUTH FORMATIONYOUTH FORMATIONYOUTH FORMATIONYOUTH FORMATION    

Parent’s Night OutParent’s Night OutParent’s Night OutParent’s Night Out    
    

Our next Parent’s Night Out is scheduled for 
FRIDAY, May 17.FRIDAY, May 17.FRIDAY, May 17.FRIDAY, May 17.    

    

We will have childcare available from 5-9pm. 
Children ages 1-10yrs old are welcome. 

 

The fee is $20 for the first child  
$5 for each additional child. 

 

Registration forms are available in the Nursery 
 and the Children/Youth Formation Office. 

 

Space is limited. 
The deadline to register is Tuesday, May 14Tuesday, May 14Tuesday, May 14Tuesday, May 14 

Weekly Bible Study 

Every Tuesday @ 7:30 pm   

SJV Heritage Room 
 

Spring Soft Ball Starting Soon! 

Want to play with us? 

Email us today for details! 
 

After Work Social 

May 15th 5:30-7:30 

Watson’s House of Ales 

Website: www.stjohnvianney.org/article/merge 

Email:   SJVmerge@stjohnvianney.org 

Phone: 281-497-6665 

Facebook: Merge-St John Vianney Young Adults 

YOUNG ADULTS 

Is Jesus calling you to follow him as a Catholic sister? 
 

If you are a single, Catholic woman (19-50 years), the Cenacle 

Sisters invite you to a “Come and See” weekend. Join other 

women to explore prayer, community life, vows, ministry and so 

much more! Come with your questions, insights and 

experiences! 
 

Friday, May 17 (begins at 7 pm) through  

Sunday, May 19 (ends at 1:30 pm) 

Cenacle Retreat House 

420 N Kirkwood Rd, Houston 77079 

Contact: Sr. Roselle Haas, rc 

rhaasrc@cenacleretreathouse.org 

(281) 497-3131 ext 145 

www.cenacleretreathouse.org 

What are the end times?What are the end times?What are the end times?What are the end times?    
What happens after you die?What happens after you die?What happens after you die?What happens after you die?    

Lost?? 
If, so come to the  

Defending Your Faith Discussion Series! 
This month we are exploring  

  

The Last Four Things: The Last Four Things: The Last Four Things: The Last Four Things:     
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and HellDeath, Judgment, Heaven, and HellDeath, Judgment, Heaven, and HellDeath, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell    

        
  

Thursday, May 23th 

CCE Library  
  

We will be attending Mass @ 7pm and 

 meet afterwards @ 7:30pm in CCE Library. 
   

If you have any questions or concerns please  

send them to sjvmerge@stjohnvianney.org   
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YOUTH FORMATIONYOUTH FORMATIONYOUTH FORMATIONYOUTH FORMATION    

CCE REGISTRATIONCCE REGISTRATIONCCE REGISTRATIONCCE REGISTRATION    
 

for the 2013for the 2013for the 2013for the 2013----2014 school 2014 school 2014 school 2014 school     

year is now open!year is now open!year is now open!year is now open!    
 

We are now registering Pre-K thru High School for 

next year’s CCE program.  Placement for specific class 

days and times is first come, first served.   

So, register today! 
 

Registration forms are available 

 in the CCE/Youth Formation Office and on the parish 

website, www.stjohnvianney.org. 
 

Please Note:  Registration for CCE is NOT  

registration for Sacrament Preparation.   

See below 

Sacrament Preparation 
 

Registration for Sacrament 

Preparation for 2013-2014 has 

begun!  This includes First     

Reconciliation and Communion, 

Confirmation, and RCIC. 
 

Registration forms for Sacrament  

Preparation are available in the  

CCE/Youth Formation Office 

ONLY 
 

Sacrament Preparation is a  

separate program from CCE 
 

Please come by the CCE/Youth Office  

for more info, preparation requirements,  

and registration forms 

God’s Image 
 

Please check out the parish website 

www.stjohnvianney.org 

or come by the Youth Formation office to get a copy 

of our exciting Summer 2013 schedule 

 of Junior High events 

 

 

 

Registration forms are  

available in the 

 Youth Formation Office 

 or online at 

www.stjohnvianney.org 

Contact  

Joseph Mastrangelo for more info 

281-497-6665  or email 

jmastrangelo@stjohnvianney.org 

High School and future High School Students  

(that means you, 8th grade)  

are invited to join us for the  

2013 Archdiocesan Youth Conference 

July 19-21 

Hilton Americas Hotel  

$245 per person 

(includes conference, hotel, food, and more) 

        AYCAYCAYCAYC    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Save the Dates! 
 

VBS week 2:  Aug. 12-16 
 

Registration forms are now 
available in the  

CCE/Youth Formation Office and  

on the parish website 

CCE CLASSESCCE CLASSESCCE CLASSESCCE CLASSES    
    

The last CCE classes for 2012-2013 have ended. 

 We would like to say a sincere “Thank You” to all of our 

wonderful volunteers who gave of their time and talent to 

share their faith with the children of our parish. 
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SOCIAL SERVICE MINISSOCIAL SERVICE MINISSOCIAL SERVICE MINISSOCIAL SERVICE MINISTRYTRYTRYTRY    

Respect Life Ministry members will be at all 

Masses today to distribute prayer cards to 

mothers and wish everyone a “Happy Mother’s 

Day!” Please pick up your Mother’s Day prayer 

card before leaving Mass today.   

We invite you to join our Respect Life Ministry and the Helpers of 

God’s Precious Infants in a Peaceful, Prayerful, Mass, and Rosary on 

Saturday, May 18, 2013. We will carpool from SJV at 7:40 a.m.  

Mass will be held at 8:15 a.m. at St Francis de Sales, 8200 Roos Rd. 

For those who cannot attend the mass, but want to participate in 

the Rosary procession,  another carpool will leave SJV at 9 a.m. for 

the AAA Concerned Women’s Center, 7324 SW Freeway. For both 

carpools, meet in the SJV parking lot by the parish office. If you 

cannot join us on Saturday, please remember us and all individuals 

whose lives we touch that day in your prayers. 

The Gabriel Project is currently accepting donations of new or 

gently used baby items.  Donations will be given to expectant or 

new mothers throughout the Archdiocese.  Please drop off your 

donations to the Social Services Ministry office anytime from 8:30 

to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday or call 281-497-4434 for more 

information.  

Respect Life Ministry 

A disaster relief fund has been established for the people of 

West, Texas who were affected by the tragic explosion in their 

town on  April 17th. Please send your donations to The 

Diocesan Council of Austin Society of St. Vincent de Paul at P.O. 

Box 9070, Austin, TX 78766 Or, you can donate on-line at 

www.ssvdp.org. For more information, please call 512-251-

6995.  At this time, the Diocesan Council is particularly in need 

of monetary donations. Volunteers and supplies are not 

needed at this time.   

SJV’s Joseph’s Coat is also collecting new hand made lap quilts 

for displaced nursing home residents. Quilt maker and Joseph’s 

Coat volunteer, Mary Bivins, is leading this effort.  If you can 

make quilts or know someone who does and would like to 

donate a quilt, please drop it off at the Social Services Ministry 

office anytime from 8:30 to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

or call 281-497-4434.  The quilts will be collected through June 

1st and then will be delivered to St. Mary of the Assumption 

Catholic Church in West, Texas.      

West, Texas Disaster Relief 

Food, Clothing, & Other Emergency Assistance 
Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays, 9:30 to Noon at the Social 

Services Ministry Office or call a281-497-4434. 

Professional Counseling available at SJV 

Individual, Marriage, & Family; call Catholic Charities at  

713-874-6590 for an appointment. 

The Samaritan Ministry 
Visitation to the sick and homebound.  To arrange a visit,  

contact the Parish Office at 281-497-1500.   

The Gabriel Project 

Support services for expectant and new mothers call SJV Social 

 Services at 281-497-4434 or the Gabriel Helpline at   

713-225-5826. 

Employment Assistance 
We have a listing of employment opportunities & can assist in 

preparing resumes; call 281-497-4434 for an appointment. 

Support Services at SJV 

“When I was in prison, did you visit me?”  
 

Correctional Ministries is in desperate need of 

women Volunteers at the Harris County Jail, 

1200 Baker St., downtown Houston. 
  

Volunteers would be visiting female inmates only and must be 

Eucharistic Ministers and be willing to minister from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m. one day per week.   
 

Please call Marilyn at 713-741-8732 for more details.   

The female inmates need you, and the Church needs you!   

Prison Ministry 

 When:    Friday, May 17, 2013 

 Time: 10 – 1:30 p.m.  

 Where: Activity Center 

 Who:  For individuals with  Alzheimer’s or 

   other  dementia 
 

The Gathering Place provides respite to caregivers and family 

members caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s or other 

dementia related disorder.  Common Ground, a support group 

for caregivers, is also offered at the same time.   

To register your loved one to attend The Gathering Place, 

please contact Tom at 713-682-5995.  

If you are interested in volunteering for The Gathering Place, 

please contact  

Glorivel at grivas@stjohnvianney.org or 281-497-4434. 

Our monthly Food Drive is scheduled for next weekend 

May 18-19th    

We appreciate all of your help in keeping our food pantry well 

stocked.  You may bring items such as canned goods, staple 

products, and household products.  We are always in need of 

the following products: peanut butter, sugar, flour, and tuna.  

Please check expiration dates—we cannot distribute expired 

food.   

We also accept cash and checks as pantry donations. 

Food Drive Next Weekend 

The Gathering Place 
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A Prayer to Mary, the Queen of Heaven 

The Legion of Mary  
 

The Legion of Mary is a world-wide 

organization of Catholic men and women 

who are interested in growing in devotion to 

Our Blessed Mother, in the Catholic faith, 

and experiencing our Lady's hand in service 

as well as our call to evangelization. The Legion of Mary was 

founded in Dublin, Ireland in 1921 by Servant of God, Frank 

Duff. The Legion has been here at St. John Vianney Church for 

about a year now. Please come and learn more by being a 

guest at our weekly meeting. We meet every Tuesday evening 

at 7:15 p.m. in Classroom E1. For more information please call 

Cheryl Taylor at 281-556-8640 or cctget@earthlink.net. 

Novena and Rosary 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Wednesday 6:30 pm 
 

Novena of the Sacred Heart 

1st Friday following  

9:00am Mass 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary after 

 9:00 a.m. daily Mass 
Come, Pray  

the Rosary 

At the end of His earthly life Jesus ascends 

triumphantly into heaven. The Church acclaims 

Him in His holy humanity, invited to sit on the 

Father's right hand and to share His glory. But 

Christ's Ascension is the pledge of our own. 

Filled with an immense hope, the Church looks 

up towards her leader, who precedes her into 

the heavenly home and takes her with Him in His own person: 

"for the Son of God, after incorporating in Himself those whom 

the devil's jealousy had banished from the earthly paradise, 

ascends again to His Father and takes them with Him" (St. Leo). 

The ecclesiastical provinces of Boston, Hartford, New York, 

Newark, Philadelphia, and the State of Nebraska have retained 

the celebration of the Ascension of the Lord on the proper 

Thursday, while all other provinces have transferred this 

solemnity to today, the Seventh Sunday of Easter.  

We continue the Novena to the Holy Spirit.  

The Ascension 

Besides the hope and the joyful expectancy of heaven so 

characteristic of the Ascension feast there is a note of 

melancholy. Before the final departure of Jesus, the Apostles 

must have been very much disturbed: each felt the distress of 

one who sees his dearest friend and companion going away 

forever, and finds himself alone to face all the difficulties of life. 

The Lord realized their state of mind and consoled them once 

more, promising the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

"He commanded them," we read in the Epistle (Acts 1:1-11), 

"that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but should wait for 

the promise of the Father... you shall be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit, not many days hence." But even this time the Apostles did 

not understand! How much they needed to be enlightened and 

transformed by the Holy Spirit, in order to accomplish the great 

mission which was to be entrusted to them! Jesus continued 

"You shall receive the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon you 

and you shall be witnesses unto Me ... even to the uttermost 

part of the earth." For the moment, however, they were there, 

around the Master, weak, timid, frightened, like little children 

watching their mother leave for a distant, unknown land. In fact, 

"while they looked on, He was raised up, and a cloud received 

Him out of their sight." Two angels came to distract them from 

their great amazement and to make them realize what had 

happened. Then, placing their trust in the word of Jesus, which 

would henceforth be their only support, they returned to 

Jerusalem where, in the Cenacle, they awaited in prayer the 

fulfillment of the promise. It was the first novena in preparation 

for Pentecost: "All these were persevering with one mind in 

prayer with ... Mary, the Mother of Jesus" (ibid. 1:14).  
  

Silence, recollection, prayer, peace with our brethren, and union 

with Mary: these are the characteristics of the novena we too 

should make in preparation for the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

Excerpted from Divine Intimacy, Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D. 

The Ascension of the Lord 

The Hail Holy Queen (also commonly 

known by its Latin name, the Salve 

Regina) is one of four special anthems to 

the Mother of God that have traditionally 

been part of the Liturgy of the Hours, and 

which vary depending on the season. In 

the Traditional Latin Mass, these anthems 

are also usually sung at a High Mass, 

either at the end of the Mass or during 

Holy Communion. 
 

In the Liturgy of the Hours, the Hail Holy Queen is recited from 

Trinity Sunday (the Sunday after Pentecost Sunday) until the 

Saturday before Advent. This prayer is also commonly said at the 

end of the rosary, in morning prayers, and during the prayers at 

the end of a Low Mass in the Traditional Latin Mass. 
 
 

Hail Holy Queen 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy! 

Our life, our sweetness, and our hope! 

To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 

to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this 

valley of tears. 

Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward 

us; 

and after this our exile show unto us the blessed fruit of thy 

womb, Jesus. 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 


